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ANTHON TRANSCRIPT

and continue to make war upon it? Men must
become harmless before the brute creation, and
when men lose their vicious dispositions and cease
to destroy the animal race, the lion and the lamb
can dwell together, and the sucking child can play
with the serpent in safe ty" (TPJS, p. 71).
Heber C . Kimball criticized the use of spurs
and whips, saying, "[Horses] have the same life in
them that you have, and we should not hurt them"
/JD 5: 137). Brigham YOUNG called neglect of livestock a "great sin" /JD 12:218). So far, no authoritative Church statement on the use of animals in
medical research and product testing is available.
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The two men's accou nts of the meeting diffe r.
Harris said that Professo r Anthon gave him a certificate verifying the authenticity of the characters
but that when Anthon learned that Joseph Smith
claimed to have received the plates from an angel,
he took the certificate back and destroyed it. Anthon, for his part, left written accounts in 1834 and
1841 in which he contradicted himself on whether
he had given Harris a written opinion about the
document. In both accounts, apparently to dissociate himself from appearing to promote the book,
he maintained that he told Harris that he (Harris)
was a victim of a fraud. Modern research suggests
that, given the state of knowledge of Egyptian in
1828, Anthon's views would have been li ttle more
than opinion . Whateve r the case may be abou t a
written state ment from Anthon, Harris returned to
Harmony ready to assist Joseph Smith with the
translation.
The REOBGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAI NTS possesses a handwritte n

SANDRA BRADFORD PACKABD

ANTHON TRANSCRIPT
The Anthon Transcript was a sheet of paper,
thought to be lost, upon which Joseph SMITH copied sample "reformed Egyptian" characters from
the plates of the Book of Mormon. In the winte r of
1828, Martin HABRIS showed these characters to
Dr. Charles Anthon of Columbia College (now
Columbia Uni versity), and hence the name.
In February 1828, Martin Harris, a farmer
from Palmyra, New York, visited the Prophe t Joseph Smith, who was then residing in HARMONY ,
PENNSYLVANIA, where he had just begun to translate the Book of Mormon (see BOOK OF MOBMON
TRANSLATION BY J OSEPH SMIT H ). Smith had earlier turned to Harris for financial backin g for the
translation; now Harris came to Harmony to take
samples of the refor med Egyptian characters from
the GOLD PLATES (cf. Monn . 9:32), thereafter to
obtain scholarly opinion about their au thenticity.
Smith gave Harris a copy of some of the characters,
along with a translation, which Harris then presented to at least three scholars in the eastern
United States. The most important of these, given
the nature of the inquiry, was Charles Anthon, an
acclaimed classicist at Columbia College.

Charles Anthon (1787- 1867), a professor of classical languages at Columbia College (now Columbia University)
in New York from 1820 to 1867. His library in 1828 included recent works on hie roglyphic and demotic
Egyptian.
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ANTICHRIST
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This docum ent re presents the Book of Mormon characters on the gold plates. It may be the transcript taken by Martin
Harris to Charles Anthon in 1828, or a copy of it. The heirs of Dav id Whi tmer sold this documen t to the Heorganizecl
Church of Jesus Ch rist of Latter D ay Saints. This text is too short to he deciphe red . Cou rtesy L ibrary-Archi ves,
Reorgan ized Church of Jesus C hrist of Latter Day Saints, The Auditorium , Indepe nde nce, Missouri.

text known as the Anthon Transcript that contains
seven horizontal lines of characters appare ntly copied from the plates. David WHITMER, who once
owned the document, said it was this text that
Martin Harris showed to Charles Anthon. However, this claim remains uncertain because the
transcript does not correspond with Anthon's assertion that the manuscript he saw was arranged in
vertical columns. Even if the document is not the
original, it almost certai nly represents characte rs
either copied from the plates in Joseph Smith's
possession or copied from the document carried by
Harris. Twice in late 1844, after the Prophe t's martyrdom, portions of these symbols were published
as characters that Joseph Sm ith had copied from
the gold plates- once as a broadside and once in
the D ecember 21 issue of the Mormon newspaper
The Prophet (see MAGAZINES) . In 1980 a document
surfaced that seemed to match Anthon' s description and appeared to be the original Anthon Transcript. But in 1987, Mark W. Hofmann admitted
that he had fo rged it (see FoncmuEs).
Harris's visit with scholars was more than just
an interesting side light in the history of Mormonism. By his own report, Hai:ris returned to Harmony convinced that the characters were ge nuine.
The reafter, he willi ngly invested his time and resources to see the Book of Mormon published.
Moreover, the P rophe t, Harris himself, and later
generations of Latte r-day Saints have viewed his
visit as a fulfillme nt of Isaiah 29:11-12, which

speaks of "a book that is sealed" being delivered to
"one that is learned" who could not read it (PJ S 1:9;
cf. 2 Ne. 27:6-24; see also BOOK OF MORMON ,
BIBLICAL PHOPHECIES ABOUT). His efforts appare ntly encouraged Joseph Smith in the initial stages
of the translation . The Anthon Transcript is also
important to subseque nt ge nerations as an authe ntic sample of characte rs that we re inscribed on the
gold plates and thus one of the few tangible evidences of their existence.
[See also Book of Mormon Language.)
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ANTICHRISTS
Antichrists are those who deny the d ivini ty of
or esse ntial parts of his gospel and
actively oppose the followe rs of Ch rist or seek to
destroy the ir faith .

JESUS CHRIST

